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The criminal record of 17 of these graduates was
lifted and they have today the same standing in the
eyes of the law as if they had never committed a crime
and were never tried. Six of the graduates had de-
cided upon a career in the army and were promptly
admitted. The Communist party admitted into its
ranks eleven of these former criminals, while the
League of Communist Youth (Comsomol) granted
membership to 105 of these "graduates."
The significance of these last figures lies in the fact
that admission to the Communist party and its sub-
sidiary organization, the Comsomol, is the equivalent
of a patent of nobility in the Soviet Union and is
granted only to men and youths of unimpeachable
character and a high standard of social ethics.
A second G. P. U. colony was organized in October,
1927, also from among the street waifs of Moscow.
It is located on the premises of the former Savinsky
monastery, likewise a short distance from Moscow.
This second colony has a membership of 1,500 boys
and girls and claims to be equally successful in its
efforts to "reeducate the youngsters to a life of honest
toil." The Communist authorities point to both of
these experiments as proof of the correctness of their
"thesis," the Marxian thesis, that improper social con-
ditions breed criminals and that a proper social en-
vironment will eliminate crime in the same manner as
proper immunization eliminates disease.